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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-6 and 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Morander (US 20030146972 A1). 

Re claim 1, Morander discloses a method of programming an image acquisition 
system comprising image reception or detection means, such as a camera, having a 
field of vision and means of processing the images taken by said camera, in order to 
define at least one detection area in the field of vision of the camera, characterized in 
that it consists: in placing a sending device (21) in at least one position in the field of 
vision of the camera and in activating the sending device so that it sends at least one 
electromagnetic initialization signal or radiation, such as a light signal, having 
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predetermined characteristics, towards the camera when it is in said at least one 
position (Morander: paragraph [0029]), in analyzing the content of the images (9a) 
obtained from the camera so as to recognize said initialization signal (Morander: 
paragraph [0033]), in locating said signal by its coordinates in the images obtained from 
the camera (Morander: paragraph [0031]), and in defining, according to a 
predetermined program, at least one detection area (15) in the field of vision of the 
camera based on said coordinates of said initialization signal (Morander: paragraph 
[0031]). 

Re claim 2, Morander discloses placing a sending device (21) in turn in at least 
two positions in the field of vision of the camera and in activating in turn the sending 
device so that it sends initialization signals having predetermined light characteristics 
towards the camera when it is in said positions (Morander: paragraph [0035], several 
markers), in analyzing the content of the images (9a) obtained from the camera so as to 
recognize said initialization signals (Morander: paragraph [0033]), in locating these 
signals by their coordinates in the images obtained from the camera (Morander: 
paragraph [0031]), and in defining, according to a predetermined program, at least one 
detection area (15) in the field of vision of the camera based on said coordinates of said 
initialization signals (Morander: paragraph [0031]). 

Re claim 3, Morander discloses prestoring initialization data corresponding to 
said at least one initialization signal, in comparing the measured data corresponding to 
at least one point of the images received with this prestored initialization data and in 
determining or computing the coordinates of at least one initialization point in the 
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images received when the measured data corresponding to this point is equal or 
roughly equal to the stored initialization data (Morander: paragraph [0032], continuously 
monitored). 

Re claim 4, Morander discloses defining at least one detection area in the field of 
vision of the camera based on the coordinates of at least one received initialization 
signal, the extent and position of which relative to these coordinates are predefined 
(Morander: paragraph [0031]). 

Re claim 5, Morander discloses defining a detection area in the field of vision of 
the camera based on the coordinates of two received initialization signals, located at 
least on one side of the line passing through the points corresponding to these 
coordinates (Morander: paragraph [0032]). 

Re claim 6, Morander discloses defining a polygonal detection area in the field of 
vision of the camera based on the coordinates of at least three received initialization 
signals, the sides of which pass through the points corresponding to these coordinates 
(Morander: paragraph [0032] and Fig. 1 , the objects located in the field of view form a 
polygon with the outermost objects in view being the vertex points). 

Re claim 8, Morander discloses analyzing the content of the images received by 
digital filtering or thresholding (Morander: paragraph [0039]). 

Re claim 9, Morander discloses that each initialization signal is a light signal sent 
according to a predetermined modulating frequency and/or a predetermined chroma 
(Morander: paragraph [0029]). 
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Re claim 10, Morander discloses a device for programming an image acquisition 
system comprising image reception or detection means, such as a camera, having a 
field of vision and means of processing the images taken by said camera, characterized 
in that it comprises at least one mobile sending device (21) suitable for sending at least 
one electromagnetic initialization signal or radiation, such as a light signal, having at 
least one predetermined characteristic, towards the camera (Morander: paragraph 
[0029], markers), and in that the image acquisition system (3) comprises means (13) of 
recognizing said at least one initialization and location signal to define the coordinates 
of said at least one initialization signal in the images obtained from this camera 
(Morander: paragraph [0031]) and means (19) for defining, according to a 
predetermined program, at least one detection area (15) in the field of vision of the 
camera based on said coordinates of said at least one initialization signal (Morander: 
paragraph [0031]). 

Re claim 11, Morander discloses that the camera (2) is a video camera and in 
that said recognition and location means comprise at least one digital filtering or 
thresholding means (16) in order to compare prestored data with data corresponding to 
the points of the video signal (Morander: paragraph [0039]). 

Re claim 12, Morander discloses that the image acquisition system comprises 
notification means (46) and means for activating these notification means when the 
coordinates corresponding to said at least one initialization signal are acquired 
(Morander: paragraph [0032], deviation initiates an alarm; paragraph [0042], a message 
is sent when an alarm is triggered). 
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Re claim 13, Morander discloses sending and receiving means (49, 50) 
associated with the mobile sending device (21) and sending and receiving means (47, 
48) associated with said image acquisition system (3), suitable for exchanging 
functional signals (Morander: paragraph [0029]). 

Re claim 14, Morander dislcoses synchronization means (53, 54) for 
synchronizing said mobile sending device (12) and said image acquisition system (13) 
using synchronization signals exchanged via said sending and receiving means 
(Morander: paragraph [0030], sensor signal). 

Re claim 15, Morander discloses acknowledgement means (51, 52) at least for 
signaling the end of the definition of said coordinates and/or the end of the definition of 
said at least one detection area (Morander: paragraph [0029], light may be transmitted 
in short flashes). 

Re claim 16, Morander discloses an appliance for the surveillance of at least one 
predetermined area, characterized in that it comprises a programming device for 
programming an image acquisition system comprising image reception or detection 
means, such as a camera, having a field of vision and means of processing the images 
taken by said camera, characterized in that it comprises at least one mobile sending 
device (21) suitable for sending at least one electromagnetic initialization signal or 
radiation, such as a light signal, having at least one predetermined characteristic, 
towards the camera (Morander: paragraph [0029], markers), and in that the image 
acquisition system (3) comprises means (13) of recognizing said at least one 
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initialization and location signal to define the coordinates of said at least one 
initialization signal in the images obtained from this camera (Morander: paragraph 
[0031]) and means (19) for defining, according to a predetermined program, at least one 
detection area (15) in the field of vision of the camera based on said coordinates of said 
at least one initialization signal (Morander: paragraph [0031]); wherein the programming 
device is programmed according to the method as claimed in claim 1 (Morander: 
paragraphs [0029] and [0031], a control unit and computer unit exert control over the 
operation of the system of the prior art). 

Re claim 17, Morander discloses prestoring initialization data corresponding to 
said at least one initialization signal, in comparing the measured data corresponding to 
at least one point of the images received with this prestored initialization data and in 
determining or computing the coordinates of at least one initialization point in the 
images received when the measured data corresponding to this point is equal or 
roughly equal to the stored initialization data (Morander: paragraph [0032], original 
positions are registered). 

Re claim 18, Morander discloses defining at least one detection area in the field 
of vision of the camera based on the coordinates of at least one received initialization 
signal, the extent and position of which relative to these coordinates are predefined 
(Morander: paragraph [0031]). 

Re claim 19, Morander discloses defining at least one detection area in the field 
of vision of the camera based on the coordinates of at least one received initialization 
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signal, the extent and position of which relative to these coordinates are predefined 
(Morander: paragraph [0031]). 

Re claim 20, Morander discloses defining a detection area in the field of vision of 
the camera based on the coordinates of two received initialization signals, located at 
least on one side of the line passing through the points corresponding to these 
coordinates (Morander: paragraph [0035], multiple markers). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morander (US 20030146972 A1) in view of Guenter et al. (US 6072496 A, 
hereinafter referred to as "Guenter"). 

Re claim 7, Morander does not specifically disclose that the initialization signals 
have different predetermined light characteristics. However, Guenter discloses a 
system for capturing and representing 3D geometry, color and shading of facial 
expressions and other objects, wherein the system consists of several cameras pointed 
at an object which has several different colored markers arranged on it so that the 
cameras can extrapolate positional information from the markers, and further wherein 
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the markers may be made of a reflective material (Guenter: Column 6, lines 1-45). 
Since both Morander and Guenter relate to systems for identifying positional information 
extrapolated from captured images, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would have found it obvious to combine the multiple colored markers of 
Guenter with the system of Morander in order to create a system capable of 
distinguishing objects by color coding. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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